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Abstract 
 

 

The FET-ART project aims at connecting the European ICT and Art communities. It fosters 

productive dialogue and collaborative work between them in order to identify new research 

avenues, associated challenges as well as the potential impact of ICT and Art collaboration on 

science, technology, and society in general. 

 

Task 2.2 aims at organising an open competition to engage Art and ICT communities by forming 

pairings whose pilot projects are submitted online. The most promising projects will then be 

selected and a number of pairings will be granted with residencies to develop their ideas and 

take their project forward. The present document will give full details on the set up of the open 

competition procedures and process, from the start of the project up to date. 
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Disclaimer 

 

All intellectual property rights are owned by the FET-ART consortium members and are protected by the applicable 

laws. Except where otherwise specified, all document contents are: “© FET-ART project - All rights reserved”. 

Reproduction is not authorised without prior written agreement. 

 

All FET-ART consortium members have agreed to full publication of this document. The commercial use of any 

information contained in this document may require a license from the owner of that information.  

 

All FET-ART consortium members are also committed to publish accurate and up to date information and take the 

greatest care to do so. However, the FET-ART consortium members cannot accept liability for any inaccuracies or 

omissions nor do they accept liability for any direct, indirect, special, consequential or other losses or damages of any 

kind arising out of the use of this information. 
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Executive summary  
 

 

The present document is a deliverable of the FET-ART project, funded by the European 

Commission’s Directorate General CONNECT, under its 7th EU Framework Programme for 

Research and Technological Development (FP7) 

 

Its purpose is multiple: first, report on the infrastructure that will enable the open competition. 

Second, detail the organisation, and third, provide with the first periodic outputs of the open 

competition that have occurred during the first project period, 

 

The report details first the panel expertise and then focuses on the open competition process, 

the projects review as well as the project selection processes. 
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1 - INTRODUCTION 

 

The open competition involves a series of competitive examinations and is open to candidate 

pairings (or teams) connecting ICT and Art practitioners who would like to submit a project for 

further developments. The procedure gives all candidates a fair chance to demonstrate their 

project potential and interest and guarantees selection based on merit while observing the 

principle of equal treatment. 

 

An expert panel is appointed to select the best candidates applying online in the light of the 

requirements set out in the competition procedure. The panel compares the projects in order to 

assess their potential, their impact and their sustainability towards the ICT & Art Connect 

initiative. 

 

The project has an all-inclusive approach to collaboration, crossing the full breadth of the fields 

of art and technology; from traditional and visual arts, to digital media, music, sound and design; 

and equally across all technology and science practices. 

 

During the project lifetime, the ICT & Art Connect consortium will select and take forward at 

least 12 projects of collaborative work in order to explore promising research avenues and 

concepts through a supportive residency programme. 

 

In order to harness new, unique and excellent collaborations from across such broad horizons, 

crucial frameworks and resources have been mobilised, the open competition being one of 

them. 

 

Through the ICT & Art Connect website, matchmaking sessions, consultations, and the key 

events in Nantes, Vilnius and Brussels, the project has already built valuable knowledge and 

vital interest in the ICT & Art Connect programme and, at the time of elaborating this 

deliverable, some pairings have already been formed following the two consultation and 

matchmaking events organised during the first period of the project: 

 Art + Tech Hackathon, 28-29 October, organised by Stromatolite with the support of 

Sigma Orionis in the framework of the annual NEM Summit (Nantes, France);  

 ICT & Art Connect 2013 workshop, 9-10 November, organised by Waag in the 

framework of ICT & Art Connect 2013, held by DG Connect (Brussels, Belgium). 

 

In view of supporting this collaborative work between ICT actors and artists, an open 

competition has been implemented to lead to the selection of other collaborative pairs. Thanks 

to this online process, pairings have the opportunity to submit their pilot project online, through 

the project website, to be evaluated by a panel of experts. Following established criteria, these 

experts will select the most promising projects and thus offer the selected pairings with the 

opportunity to develop their ideas and take their project a step forward through residencies. 

Teams formed at the Art + Tech Hackathon have been evaluated by the hackathon jury. 
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2 - THE EXPERTS 

 

In order to select the most relevant projects among all applications, a panel of experts 

representing a wealth of relevant practices and experiences has been sourced to review 

proposals submitted by ICT & Art pairings and help decide on the best projects and ideas put 

forward through the project website.  

 

The table in Annex D gives a short description of all confirmed panel members. 
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3 - THE OPEN COMPETITION PROCESS 

 The application procedure 

 

When applying for residencies all collaborative teams are first required to complete the form ICT 

& Art Connect Proposal (see Annex C), available through the ICT & Art Connect website, or via 

any consortium partner. 

 

The form has been designed to provide all the necessary information to facilitate effective 

assessment, yet not present too daunting and lengthy a task for either applicant or judging 

panel. It includes a brief background reminder of the objectives of the ICT & Art Connect 

initiative and guidelines to help prospective project teams with their applications including an 

outline of assessment criteria. 

 

From applicants, the form requires: 

 A project proposal outline (maximum 1000 words) including detailed information on: 

 Objectives, deliverables and outcomes.

 Methods, processes and materials.

 Background, context, practice and experience.

 Collaboration methods, innovation and likely citizen engagement.

 Artistic, technological, scientific and communicative impact. 

 An assessment of how long the project will take in total and how many person hours will 
be invested over the project period. 

 An outline of the amount of any funding being requested including details of what the 
funding is required for. 

 Details on any non-financial support required such as facilities, equipment or technical 
support. 

 Team background, profiles, biographies and web links information. 

 

Once completed, project teams are required to forward their proposal documents to info@ict-

art-connect.eu where they will be collected by consortium partners and posted to a dedicated 

folder on Google Drive for evaluation.  

 

 Deadlines for submissions 

 

Planned monthly deadlines for submissions are December 20th, 2013; January 31th, 2014; 

March 3rd, 2014; and April 7th. 

 

 Scrutiny of applications 

 

European experts and invited international specialists are being asked to review the 

applications submitted online every month, starting in December 2013. 

 

At the deadline, and accordingly to their field of expertise, a panel of judges per submission will 

be invited to join the open call folder for proposal review and will feed it with their feedbacks and 

mailto:info@ict-art-connect.eu
mailto:info@ict-art-connect.eu
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comments. For an easy follow-up, one person among the partners will be named sole 

responsible to keep track of all review activities and proposals’ allocation between judges, by 

using a unique spread sheet. 

 

To help them select the best proposals, the experts are given assessment criteria that applicant 

pairs should meet, as well as guidelines (see Annex A) and supporting documents to aid in the 

judgement of applications and help enable an efficient yet thorough procedure. The guidelines 

give background information on the aims and ethos of the ICT & Art Connect initiative, 

information on the working process of assessment and advice on the judgement criteria.  

 

Panel members are asked to use the following criteria in conjunction with their own experience 

and expertise to make an assessment of each project: 

 Artistic or ICT / science merit  

 Quality of collaborative concept 

 Innovative nature of the project  

 Probable Citizen Engagement in ICT outcome 

 Impact in arts and ICT / science industry  

 Ability to carry out the project (time, logistics and skills)  

 Budget 

 

For their reference, panel members also receive a copy of the ‘ICT & Art Connect Proposal’ 

document as well as a full list of participating panel members. 

 

 The results 

 

The selected candidates will be immediately informed of the deliberations and their proposal will 

be posted on the project website.  

 

Projects, with panel member votes, will be assessed by the consortium partners using a budget 

analysis against available funds. If viable, projects will then be granted residencies and 

allocated an appropriate consortium partner mentor relevant to project needs. 

 

Each selection will be subject to on-going observation and documentation of collaborative 

processes and progress, facilitated by partner mentors for the duration of the residency. The 

mentoring will take into account recommendations from artists and technologists gathered 

during consultation events. 
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4 - CONCLUSION 

 

Facilitated through the initiative website, events, consultations and matchmaking occasions, the 

ICT & Art Connect consortium has laid strong foundations for the initiation of the open 

competition.  

 

Now with a strong, credible expert panel assembled, and with firm guidelines, processes and 

tools in place, assessment and selection of collaborative open competition project residencies 

can begin.  
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Annex A GUIDELINES FOR PANEL MEMBERS 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 

ICT & Art Connect supports projects engaging in collaborative work between ICT and 

Art practitioners, in particular, to address the themes of ‘Co-creation’ and ‘Citizen 

Engagement in ICT’. 

Co-creation takes the form of collaborative residencies where participants are able to 

create a new outcome, formulate a new concept or develop a new artwork or 

innovation that would not have been possible without a dialogue between disciplines. 

Citizen Engagement in ICT refers to engaging the public in science and technology, in 

this case Information Communications Technology. Artists and ICT professionals can 

work together to develop creative ways to widen understanding and engagement with 

emerging technologies and the core concepts of ICT, and how art practices can 

enhance it. Artistic use and interpretation of technology has become a successful 

vehicle in conveying complex scientific ideas to ‘non-scientific’ audiences in a way that 

can be very accessible. 

The ICT & Art Connect initiative is now looking to select and take forward projects of 

collaborative work in order to explore promising research avenues and concepts 

through a supportive residency programme. A concluding ICT & Art Connect event will 

then showcase these residency outcomes and include a major exhibition of the final 

collaborative outputs. 

 

As a participating expert panel member, we now need your help to review and decide 

on the most worthy projects and ideas proposals put forward by ICT and Art pairings 

formed at our matchmaking events, or through our website tool. Successful 

collaborations will then be supported as funded residency projects in one of our partner 

locations for periods of up to three months.  

 

We anticipate passing on to you for review approximately 2 or 3 proposals between 

December 2013 and March 2014.  

 

We include below assessment criteria to help you evaluate projects and enable a quick 

and efficient process.  
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Candidate assessment tools and judging process 

 

All collaborative teams are first required to complete the form ‘ICT & Art Connect 

Proposal’, available through the ICT & Art Connect website, in order to be considered 

for a residency. 

 

You can find a copy of ‘ICT & Art Connect Proposal’ with the documents accompanying 

this guide. 

 

You will be notified when there is a proposal awaiting your review by an ICT & Art 

Connect consortium partner. 

 

Project proposals should then be assessed based on your own expertise in relation to 

the criteria below. 

 

- Artistic or ICT / science merit  

- Quality of collaborative concept 

- Innovative nature of the project  

- Probable Citizen Engagement in ICT outcome 

- Impact in arts and ICT / science industry  

- Ability to carry out the project (time, logistics and skills)  

- Budget 

 

You will also be asked to answer the following relating to each project proposal: 

 

 Your assessment of project worth and viability 

 Would you recommend this project to be put forward? 

 Any other comments or advice (possible pitfalls/difficulties, realism of 

timeframe/budget etc) 

 

 

You will find a form version of these criteria and comments with your supporting 

documents. Please complete one form for each assessment made and then post back 

at info@ict-art-connect.eu.  
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Annex B EXPERT PANEL PROJECT ASSESSMENT FORM 

 
 
 
 
Artist(s): 
 
ICT / science professional(s): 
 
Project title: 

 

Panel judge name:                                          Date:  

 

Assessment criteria 

- Artistic or ICT / science merit  

- Quality of collaborative concept 

- Innovative nature of the project  

- Probable Citizen Engagement in ICT outcome 

- Impact in arts and ICT / science industry  

- Ability to carry out the project (time, logistics and skills)  

- Budget 

 

Your assessment of project worth and viability: 

 

Would you recommend this project to be put forward: 

 

Any other comments or advice (possible pitfalls/difficulties, realism of timeframe/budget 

etc): 
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Annex C  ICT & ART CONNECT PROPOSAL DOCUMENT  
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Annex D CONFIRMED PANEL MEMBERS 
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